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PRACTICE TEST 1
MARKING SCHEME 2019-20 

ENGLISH – LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 
CLASS: X 

Time allowed: 3 Hrs.  Maximum Marks : 80 

SECTION A (Reading) 20 

1. Answer any eight of the following questions. 
a. (ii) Darkness,
b. (iii) Joy of sound,
c. (iv) in the wood,
d. (i) by mere touch,
e. (ii) Her teacher,
f. (i) Observation,
g. (ii) Leaves,
h. (i) think

1x8=8 

2.1 Answer any four of the following questions in 30-40 words each. 

(a) a spare called determination, an engine called perseverance, insurance

called faith, and a driver called God.

(b) The difference between a disaster and triumph lies in whether or not you’re

prepared and willing to weather the storm. If you’re ready, those bumps will

become stepping-stones.

(c) If you want to have a better future, you have to change yourself. Stop

worrying about the various challenges that will come your way. Just believe in

yourself and use them as stepping-stones.

(d) Success can be measured from two standpoints—the external and the

internal. Externally it is the measure of a job well done and recognition.

Internally it the feeling of achievement and wholeness derived from the

completion of a task or fulfillment of desire

2X4=8 

2.2 On the basis of your reading of the above extract, answer the following: 

(a) (iii) Triumph

(b) Abundance

(c) (ii) Achievement

(d) Superficial

1x4=4 

SECTION B (Writing & Grammar) 30 

3 [Note: No marks to be awarded if only the format is given. Credit should 
be given to the candidate’s creativity in presentation of the ideas, 
appropriate use of language and skills of reasoning.] 

Letter of complaint

Word limit: 100-150 words 

Format– 1 mark (Sender’s address, 2. Date, 3. Receiver’s address, 4. Subject 
Heading, 5. Salutation, 6. Complimentary Close) 

Content– 4 marks 

Expression– 3 marks (grammatical accuracy, appropriate words, spellings, 

8 



Page | 2 

coherence & relevance of ideas and style) 

Suggested Value Points –  

 Purpose with reference to the order
 Mention the reason for regret
 Suggestions to repair/replace
 Conclusion

(any other relevant point to be given 

credit)

OR 
[Note: No marks to be awarded if only the format is given. Credit should 
be given to the candidate’s creativity in presentation of the ideas, 
appropriate use of language and skills of reasoning.] 

Article Writing 

Word limit: 100-150 words 

Format – 1 mark (Heading & Writer’s Name) 

Content – 4 marks 

Expression – 3 marks (grammatical accuracy, appropriate words, spellings, 
coherence & relevance of ideas and style) 

Suggested Value Points – 

 Mention the objective of a Clean India campaign by Indian Government

 Use of social messaging, education, communication to make the public
aware, increasing the green cover, effective waste management,
segregation of waste, adopting healthy clean habits, access to clean toilets
(Due credit for creative answers backed by logical arguments to be
given)

4 Story Writing 

Word limit : 150-200 words 

Format– 1 mark (Title) 

Content – 4 marks (The story must start with the cue given in the question. 
There must be clarity of plot, logical sequence of events, well defined 
characters and an apt conclusion) 

Expression – 5 marks (creativity, grammatical accuracy, appropriate words, 
spellings, coherence & relevance, originality of ideas and style) 

OR 

Word limit : 150-200 words 

Format – 1 mark (Title) 

Content – 4 marks 

 The picture provided is an important part of the story.  The students must
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make sure that either the story revolves around the picture or the picture 
forms an intrinsic part of the story.   

 There must be clarity of plot, logical sequence of events, well defined
characters and apt conclusion.

Expression – 5 marks (creativity, grammatical accuracy, appropriate words, 
spellings, coherence & relevance, originality of ideas and style) 

5 Complete the passage by choosing the correct option given below. a) a. to
b) b. But
c) c. In
d) d.Heard e).Where

1x4=4 

6 

Write the incorrect word and its correction against the appropriate blank 
number. 
Distribution of mark 
(½ mark to be awarded for identifying the place of omitted word and ½ mark for 
giving the correct answer. Any four resposes should be marked) 

1x4=4 

7 Rearrange the following set of words and phrases to form meaningful 
sentences. 
(For a partially correct answer no mark to be allotted) 

a) so many times we feel insulted
b) To ignore an insult is taken as a sign of weakness
c) It is very easy to feel angry
d) Forgiving an insult is a sign of greatness

1x4=4 

SECTION C (Literature) 
30 

General Instructions: This section is meant to test the student’s 
familiarity with and appreciation of the recommended texts.  However, if 
the faulty expression prevents clear communication ½ mark may be 
deducted. 

8 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow – 

a) (i) Sinclair Lewis
b) (ii) hack driver
c) Oliver’s mother had shouted at them, threatened them with an iron from the

stove, laughed at them, driven them away.
d) looking inside, trying to find something

 OR 
(a) The crow shook the hemlock tree.
(b) There was snow in the tree at that time.
(c) Then the poet was under a hemlock tree then.
(d) The name of the poem is ‘Dust of Snow’.

1x4=4 

9 Answer any five of the following questions in 30-40 words each. 

Distribution of marks: 
Content – 1 mark 
Expression – 1 mark 

Suggested Value Points: 
a) Because he didn’t have enough fuel to move away from the storm and wait 

2x5=10 

A. dictionary when/whenever we
B. Use the dictionary
C. Not be necessary
D. Used but not
E. We Are likely

(ANY FOUR CORRECT RESPONSES 
SHOULD BE MARKED)
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in air for improvement of weather condition
b) very important and essential, not merely represent a profession but a highly

admired Portuguese tradition his breads essential each and every occasion.
enjoys respect and love of the people, children consider him friend,
companion and guide.

c) it had been with him for a long time. It was linked to the memories of the
days when he played with it.

d) fat and looks simple lives in a small room on the sixth and top floor, there
was no such event which could support his being a secret agent.

e) impressed with the warmth and helpful nature of the country people that he
felt excited. He planned to practice at New Mullion and leave his job.

10 These questions have been set to test the student’s understanding of the 
text and their ability to interpret evaluate and respond to the 
themes/issues raised.  Therefore, there can’t be just one correct answer. 
All presentations logically supported by textual evidence must be 
considered correct. 

Content = 4 
Expression = 4 

Suggested Value Points: 
Lencho- a simple person 
Started correspondence with God, immense faith, asked for money 
Received a lesser amount, blamed the post office employees 
Didn’t realize the irony- they were the real helpers, who had contributed parts of their salary. 
Didn’t act practically 

OR 
world war II, Nazis of Germany destroy Jewish people and their culture, Nazis took control of many countries, 
including Netherlands ( Holland ). In Amsterdam,  Nazi forced Anne Frank and her family to spend two years in 
hiding.
Anne Frank's moving diary of those years in hiding  become a classic book.
Anne's family went hiding in the back room office and warehouse of Anne's father's business.One friend found 
Anne's diary in the hiding space. After the war gave it to her father, and he published it in 1947. Anne's story of 
courage and hope has inspired millions of readers. Frank family hiding place in Amsterdam is a museum.

1x8=8 

11 These questions have been set to test the student’s understanding of the 
text and their ability to interpret evaluate and respond to the 
themes/issues raised.  Therefore, there can’t be just one correct answer. 
All presentations logically supported by textual evidence must be 
considered correct. 

Content = 4 
Expression = 4 

Suggested Value Points: 
Matilda longs for life of luxury and wealth, immerses herself in life of glamour 
borrows a necklace when invited for a party, loses it, pays heavily she and her 
husband work day and night, live in poverty to repay for it, she loses all her 
charm, looks old and pale it’s better to be satisfied what you have, do not show 
off 

OR 

Horace meet the young , beautiful, pretty women ,who wear the red dress at 
shoeover Grange.She is not in real owners wife but she actually pretend to be 
the owner's wife and she deceived him .
She break the safe and remove all the jewellery that kept in safe .

1x8=8 

(Vijay Kumar Agrahari)




